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TRAIN HEADED BY ENGINE 105 SCRAPPING THE PACIFIC COAST RAILWAY 


Photographed just outside San Luis Obispo by Robert Langevin 
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RAILFAN NOTES FROM UP AND DOWN THE PACIFIC COAST 


Excursions: Los Angeles, March 7, 1948, "MAIN LINE HOLIDAY" 

Photographers--Railfans Excursion via Santa Fe 
sponsored by Railway Club of Southern California. LA to Bar- 
stow with two hour stops at Barstow and San Bernardino leaving 
at 7:00 AM returning about 9:00 PM. Fare $6.50. Remit with 
stamped self-addressed envelope to club at P.O. Box 116, Los 
Angeles 42, California. 


Calendar: A well designed and presented calendar with pictures 

and maps of the Northwestern Pacific has been issued 
by Railroadians. A list of constructions and abandonments as 
well as a roster is to be found beneath the calendar pad---I've 
discarded the pad already the poster is that good. Copies at 
50¢ postpaid may be had by writing Paul Darrell, 1500 Chanslor, 
Richmond, California. 


Publications: "Trolley Trails Through The West" volume 4, has 

been announced by Robert S,. Wilson covering 
chapters on Tacoma, Spokane and the smaller systems of Washing- 
ton and Oregon. Copies are 40¢ postpaid from Robert S. Wilson, 
708 South 9th Avenue, Yakima, Washington. 

"Denver & Interurban" is the subject of the 
latest special published by Ira Swett as a supplement to his 
"Interurbans"., The special contains some very fine photographs 
of this heavy interurban line which abandoned in 1926. Copies 
are one dollar by writing 1414 South Westmoreland Avenue, Los 
Angeles 6, California, We understand that "Interurbans" may 
be published in 1948 if sufficient subscriptions are recieved, 
but publication is planned on a quarterly basis. Subscription 
rate remains at $2.00 per year. 


A fine article titled "The San Diego & Arizona Eastern 
Ry. Co." in Bulletin No, 71 of the Railway & Locomotive Hist- 
orical Society by R. P. Middlebrook and G.M.Best contains not 
only a roster and history of that road, but also practically 
all of the short passenger lines that have existed in and 
around San Diego. It is well worth even the $2.00 which is 
the price charged non-members, Address the society at 20 
Wilde Road, Waban 68, Mass., for copies, 


Excursions Planned: Railfan excursions for 1948 in Northern 
California are still in the formative 

stage. The Northern California Railroad Club has committed 

itself to the operation of a trip over the Davenport and Olympia 

branches of the SP this spring as well as a group trip on one 

of the weekday trains of the McCloud River, Both the Calif- 

ornia-Nevada and the R&LHS have spoken for a trip over the 

ag 1 Railway hee ag oe but neither have had word from the 

ailway; rumor has at the trip may end 

starting at Oakdale, Ped thet earls 0d 
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History of the 
Pacific Coast Railway 


Now abandoned and scrapped except for a few buildings and 
some equipment at San Luis Obispo, the Pacific Coast Railway is 
remembered by many railfans for the two fan trips operated over 
the line before the line was abandoned, 

The line was one of the first narrow gauge railroads on 
the Pacific coast, having been constructed in 1869, It found 
its terminus at the old wharf at Port San Luis about mid-way 
between Los Angeles and San Francisco and was formed to trans- 
port freight from this coastal port to inland points at first 
a point near Alva, When the line first started horses were 
used as motive power, but this proceedure proved unsatisfactory 
and in 1873 the San Luis Obispo Railroad Co. was formed to 
take over the horse car line and build additional trackage 
to San Luis Obispo which was finished in 1875, 

In 1875 another narrow gauge line was formed to build a 
line from San Luis Obispo to Santa Ynez under the name San 
Luis Obispo & Santa Maria Valley Railroad. The line was 
first opened only as far as Santa Maria and later extended 
to Los Olivos, but it never reached Santa Ynez, Branches 
were built to Betteravia, Sisquoc and Palmer. 

In 1892 thse two lines were consolidated under the name 
of Pacific Coast Railway. The consolidated railroad was 
operated as a feeder for the Oregon Improvement Company whose 
ships regularly at Port Harford, as Port San Luis was later 
renamed, The traffic was quite heavy prior to the building 
of the Southern Pacific's coast line, but the SP cut into the 
narrow gauge's traffic and the SP Milling Company competed 
with the Pacific Coast's warehouses, 

The narrow gauge's line from Santa Maria to Guadalupe 
was electrified to connect with the SP coast line trains at 
the latter point; 


ETT 





Discovery of oil near Orcutt in later years diversified 
the character of the freight the road hauled, which previous 
to that time had been farm products, lumber and the like, In 
later years supplies for the oil fields made up the bulk of 
traffic. Pipe lines, the SP, trucks and busses took over 
most of the traffic as time passed, and in 1932 that part of 
the line between Los Alamos and Los Olivos was abandoned. 

In 1937 the Santa Maria-Guadalupe line was abandoned, and 
in December of the same year the last of the passenger equip- 
ment was sold to the White Pass & Yukon, 

In 1942 the line was sold to the Port San Luis Transport- 
ation Company which proposed to operate only the San Luis : 
Obispo-Port Harford portion. For this service the narrow | 
gauge interurban car used at Santa Maria was rebuilt as a 
gas-electric passenger motor, but it made only a few trips 
and the Port San Luis Transportation Company operated only 
for a very short time. 

The line was subsequently torn-up for scrap during the 
war and engine 111 was sold for war service in Hawaii, but 
today the old roundhouse with a couple of engines still stand 
at San Luis Obispo awaiting disposal, 


As time passed the decline of coastwise steamer service 
cut into the narrow gauge's traffic, especially when labor 
troubles made shipment by water during the 1930's subject to 
prolonged delays. Coupled as it was to the seaborn traffic 
the Pacific Coast's days were numbered and during the war 
when coastal traffic was discontinued the railroad stepped 
out of the transportation picture entirely. 
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TOP- - - «Electric locomotive #1 with combination car 300 on,, 
the streets of Santa Maria courtesy of TECRASILK PHOTOS. 
CENTER - -Steam locomotive #106 at San Luis Obispo, October 


10th, 1936, by G. M. BEST, st 
BOTTOM - -Center-entrance interurban car #3 on the Santa Maria- SL 
Guadalupe line courtesy of TECRASILK PHOTOS’? ‘tel 


*Grahame Hardy and Bill Pennington 


Th 
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LOCOMOTIVES OF THE 





PACIFIC COAST RAILWAY 





By G. M. Best 


1 2-4-2 Baldwin #3771 1875  ex-SLO #1, SLO&SMV #1; sold 
to Puget Sound Mills & Tim- 
ber Co. in 1900. 


2 4-4-0 Baldwin #3968 1876  ex-SLO&SMV #2; rebuilt and @ 
remumbered 102. e 

3 no record i 

4 2-6-0 Grant 1881 Rebuilt and remmbered 103 

5 2-6-0 Grant 1881 Rebuilt and renumbered 104 

6 4-4-0 Baldwin #6921 1883 41-13x18 Wrecked in 1907 


and scrapped. 
101 2-6-0 Baldwin 13732 1895 Scrapped in 1924. 


102 4-4-0 Baldwin #3968 1876 Ex-#2; scrapped in 1908. 
103 2-6-0 Grant 1881 Ex-#4; scrapped between 1910-12. 
104 2-6-0 Grant 1881 Ex-#5; scrapped between 1910-12. 
105 2-8-0 Baldwin 235968 1903 36-16x20-735000-64000-160 





106 2-8-0 Baldwin 24696 1904 same as #105; destroyed by 
fire in 1938, 

107 2-8-0 Baldwin 24848 1904 same as #105; out of service 
gradually scrapped during '30's 

108 2-8-0 Baldwin 25043 1905 — as #1053; scrapped in 
1935. 

109 2-8-0 Baldwin 27225 1906 — as #105; scrapped in 
1935, 

110 4-6-0 Baldwin 34528 1910 44-16x20-89000-71200-180-17800 
Ex-NCO #10; acquired 5/1923, 

lll 4-6-0 Baldwin 37598 1911 #same as #110; ex-NCO #11; 
sold to Oahu Ry (#111) in 1941. 

120 2-4-2 Plymouth 1936 Gasoline switcher; sold after 
abandonment. 





Electric equipment used on Santa Maria-Guadalupe Branch 





1 Freight General Electric 1906 100 hepe P.C.eRy built body . 
GE supplied trucks, scrapped t 
in 1937. 

2 Preight General Electric 1907 200 hep. P.C.Ry built body 
GE supplied trucks, scrapped 
in 1937. 

3 Passenger Baldwin-West. 1912 Center entrance combination 
interuban car. Rebuilt in 
1942 by Port San Luis Trans- 
portation Company into gas 
motor #4001. 


on 





.2. SLO - San Luis Obispo Railway Company 
) SLOaSMV - San Luis Obispo & Santa Maria Valley Railroad Company 
NCO = Nevada-California-Oregon Railroad 
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MOTIVE POWER 1D 
S-P 








. en 
By Fred A. Stindt vata 
Numberi _ 
° 
aaaaran thane With the coming of more and more diesel li 
1000 DS 660 hp power and the wearing out of the older steam DENV! 
1100 0-6-0 power, the Southern Pacific embarked on a AFTE: 
1200 0-6-0 scrapping program in the year 1947 which has- 
1300 DS 1000hp n't been equaled since the prewar years of ey | 
1400 0-8-0 1939 and 1940. Some 63 locomotives were i 
1500 4-4-0 scrapped on the Pacific Lines during the year : ¥ 
1600 2-6-0 1947, they were as follows: aa 
1700 2-6-0 f conv 
1800 2-6-0 SD&AE 3, 12, NWP 113, 114, 139, SP 1139 cost 
1900 DS 360 hp 1146, 1150, 1152, 1160, 1168, 1169, 1170, 1175, 
2100 4-6-0 1198, 1203, 1401, 2103, 2269, 2295, 2416, 2429, in 1 
2200 4-6-0 2430, 2434, 2442, 2446, 2500, 2602, 2617, 2911, 
2300 4-6-0 2912, 2935, 2936, 2949, 3029, 3106, 3126, 3421, RAN! 
2400 4-6-2 3467, 3900, 3901, 3904, 3905, 3906, 3910, 3911, 
2500 2-8-0 4001, 4002, 4004, 4005, 4006, 4010, 4017, 4018, in | 
2600 2-8-0 4019, 4020, 4021, 40235, 4029, 4034, 4039, 4046, t ; 
2700 2-8-0 and MW 571. ear 
2800 2-8-0 KEY 
2900 4-8-0 The year 1948 will find even more locomotives MAY 
3000 4-4-2 heading for the scrap line, The rest of the 
3100 4-6-2 5900's and most of the 4000's will surely go, ove 
3200 2-8-2 along with many 1100's, Besides that, some of ub 
3300 2-8-2 the remaining 2100's and 2200's will be heading : 3 
3400 2-8-0 for the scrap dock along with a sprinkling of De 
3500 2-8-4 smaller 2400's and 3100's plus some 2600's, 2900's 
3600 2-10-2 and 3400's, lat 
3700 2-10-2 the 
3800 2-8-8-4 The moguls (1600-1700-1800's) and the con- ve 
3900 462622 | Slidations other than the 2600's (2500-2700-2800's) Bon: 
4000 4-8-8-2 seem to be secure for the moment as there is a - 
4100 4-8-8-2 definate need for them on branch lines and light 
4200 4-8-8-2 work, The SP has ideas as to supplanting them CAI 
4300 4-8-2 with 1500 h.p. road diesels, so before the year SE’ 
4400 4-8-4 is over some of them may be found on the scrap 
5000 4-10-2 | ine. ai 
6000 RD Psgr. As the 6100 class freight diesels go into . 
6100 RD Frt. service out of Los Angeles to El Paso and Tucum- he 
diesel cari as well as certain runs to Bakersfield and peed 
DS - swicher Watsonville Junction, there certainly will be _ 
RD - road engine S°me rearrangement of power on the various div-. a 
isions. th 
My guess is that the remaining 4100's and 4200's on the li 
Tuscon division as well as some mallets from the Los Angeles cl 
division will come up to the Sacramento and Shasta divisions af 
to replace the 4000's, and the 5000's will move to the Salt 4 wo 
Lake division replacing 3600's and 3700's. They in turn will by 
replace the 3200's on various divisions so it may well be that e] 
some of the smaller 3200's will not be long for this world. ” 
The suprise scrapping in the year 1947 was the 3126, a 
heavy Pacific. No railfan would have thought her time was up, C] 
but a wreck in Oregon did the trick---it cost too much for Li 
repairs. It would seem that no steam locomotive is actually “ 


safe from the scrap heap, so, if you want a picture of a cert- 


ain Southern Pacific locomotive, the time to take it is now. a 
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OREGON ELECTRIC FREIGHT MOTORS 
SOLD TO CHICAGO NORTH SHORE LINE 

The Oregon Electric freight motors numbers 50 and 51 have 
been purchased by the Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee. Both 
are 4-truck motors built by the Oregon Electric with equipment 
from their scrapped interurban cars. Number 50 has become 458 
on the North Shore while 51 is now 459, --- James J. Buckley 


DENVER TRAMWAY TURNS DOWN PCC'S 
AFTER GENERAL ELECTRIC SURVEY OF LINES 
The Denver Tramway has announced that its Colfax and Broad- : 
way had been surveyed by General Electric and that the recomend- i 
ation was that the lines be converted to trolley coaches. The 
survey found that the heaviest-traveled routes in Denver both i 
required entirely new rail and that except for new track expense ' 
conversion of the line to PCC operation would be less than the 
cost of the trolley coach conversion, --- Aldridge and Whittaker 
The No. 28 car line was converted to trolley coach late 
in 1947 and the No. 40 and No. 6 lines are now being converted. 


RANIER VALLEY STREET CAR IN NEWS 

Former Seattle & Ranier Valley street car 206 was pictured 
in Seattle papers as being used by a destitute former school 
teacher as a home. The line shut down in 1937. 


KEY SYSTEM FRANCHISE DISPUTE 
MAY RESULT IN UTILITY DISTRICT OPERATION 
The dispute between the City of Oakland and the Key System 
over franchise provisions is still pending and there is much 
public discussion of public operation of the East Bay transit 
system by a new transit authority or the East Bay Utility 
District which now operates the water supply for the area, 
Revision of the Bay Bridge rail schedules following the 
latest fare raise have reduced the schedules to the point where 
the former Sacramento Northern cars have been withdrawn from 
service and three units are kept in reserve---while units 
crowded with standees are still the rule during the rush hours. 
--- Bay Area Review 





CALIFORNIA STREET CABLE SHUT-DOWN 
SETTLED WHILE CITY MAKES MOVE TO PURCHASE 

The California Street Cable Railroad was shut down for 
one day on February 1 when the employees walked out following 
a pay cut. The strike was settled when the company agreed 
to pay $1.27 plus a split of the profits if any during a two 
month period during which the city will make a survey of the 
property and an offer of purchase for the physical assets. 
The city employees refused to man extra busses to supplant 
the cable lines, but the Mayor offered to take over the cable 
lines if the company gave the city the system FREE, The city 
claims that the company's obligation to restore the streets 
after abandonment far exceed the value of the salvage which 
would make the Mayor's offer not unfair---though the competition 
by the Muni's Sacramento Street line might be called something 
else, 





SANTA FE TO PUT STREAMLINERS ON DAILY SERVICE 

The Santa Fe will put its de luxe streamliners, the Super 
Chief and El Capitan, now operating on alternate days between 
Los Angeles and Chicago, in daily service effective February 
29th, The Super Chief will leave LA at 8 p.m, daily; the 
El Capitan will leave at 1:30 p.m. daily. Both will be on 
a 39 3/4 hour schedule. 
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SAN FRANCISCO CHANGES PLANS FROM DAY TO DAY 


Right now we resolve to quit printing what the 
Mayor, Public Utilities Commission, Turner, Scott or 
anyone else connected with the City of San Francisco 
announces as being planned for the railway! 
The day before the J line was to be made a car 
shuttle, the plan was put on the shelf so that hear- 
ings, which have yet to be scheduled, could be held, 
The conversion to trolley coaches of the 5, 6, 7, 21, 22 
and H lines has been delayed and a temporary conversion to 
motor coaches has been substituted due to the alleged inability 


of the railway to get delivery of trolley coach overhead, 


An 


order of 190 busses to operate the lines has been ok'ed by the 
board of Supervisors which will later be used to replace old 
coaches taken over in the merger. 
The order of PCC cars which was to be delayed has been 
brought forward with the Utilities Commission proposing to 
purchase 50 cars now for delivery in September; the Supervisors 
have delayed action pending assurances that the cars would be 
suitable for subway trains---they ought to be sent to Boston, 
The Sunday and evening service on the D and 7 lines has 
been cut effective February 9th with the 7 cars being turned 


back at Stanyan and the D line being eliminated. 


The 20 line 


busses have been extended to the beach via Lincoln Way to take 
over the 7 service while a new bus line on Greenwich covers 
the D line service in the Marina, 
The Mayor has announced that St Louis will deliver the 10 
PCC cars now on order about April, but we will not print that 
cars in San Francisco, 


item until we see the 
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From Larry Harrison at Sacra- 
mento comes the latest on WP’s 
troubles, It appears that the Pub- 
lic Utilities Commission has 
recommended against rerouting 
the line through Sacramento and 
instead approved automatic cross- 
ing gates at all WP main line 
crossings in Sacto. 

John Carrick, Joe Moore, and 
Jack Gibson, all with their fam- 


‘ilies, spent New Year’s Day scout- 


ing the Sierra Railroad, Pickering 
and West Side Lumber. They re- 
port that there is still consider- 
able work to be done on Sierra 
No. 3; that both Pickering and 
West Side have brought their en- 
gines out of the woods for the 
winter; and that Pickering has 
laid three new paralle] tracks to 
store the engines on. Both Picker- 
ing No. 7 and No. 11 now have 
stainless steel boiler jackets, cyl- 
inder jackets, and air pump jack- 
ets. 


Railroad Engine 
Lights Two Towns 


EUGENE, Jan. 5.— A 
rented railread 
erate aay today cn ee 


piped to a lumber company steam 
plant, which is generating elec 
tricity. 


G.N. Betters 
Line to B. C. 


Preparing for the day when 
streamlined expresses will connect 
Seattle and Vancouver, B. C.—per- 
haps this fall, the Great Northetn 
Railway is spending more than a 
million dollars on its 154-mile coast 
line, I. E. Clary, superintendent of 
the Cascade Division, announced 
yesterday. 

“Two five-car Diesel-powered 
streamliners have been on order 
ior ihe Vancouver run for many 
months, but their completion by the 


Car and Foundry Com- 
pany have been delayed by eduip- 
ment and accessory shortages: 

Present “Puget Sounders” re- 
eg — four and a half bears 

each direction, including te 
time spent in cté.oms end imuilgew 
at the 


Wilt axe the Moe haw 


To prepare for the sireamliners, 
-he Great Wortiiern will: 
Relay and reballast the line be- 
tween Silvana and Mount Ver- 


the yard) with heavier 112-pound 
rail. 


te and recons.ruct 2,88! 

feet‘of line at Samish, near Bel- 

eliminating one curve ana 
modifying another. 











